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a great part in causing the spread of tuberculosis. and a

part perhaps as important as the inhalation of the bacillus
of Koch. The book was written to show what means have
been adopted for the prevention of the disease and to supply
the evidence necessary to appraise these at their proper
value. After a preliminary chapter on the etiology of tuber-
culosis in its social aspects the author gives an account
ofipulmonary tuberculosis in its relations to the conditions
of work in England. He then describes the German sana-

toriums," the way in which the money is provided for their
support, and the manner in which they are managed.
In the last chapter he insists on the necessity from

a national point of view of the establishment of

sanatoriums in France. Amongst the appendices there

is a rather curious document called a " catechism

against tuberculosis " which has been drawn up by one of the
local sections of the " Ligue Nationale Belge contre la

Tuberculose." This catechism teaches as articles of obligation
that 90 per cent. of the total number of cases of tuberculosis
are derived from infected sputa and that tuberculosis is

curable, but that the cure is difficult and can only be carried
out under special conditions, that neither the rich nor the
poor can carry out the<e conditions at home-that the cure
can only be effected at "special establishments." 

" The

case for sanatoriums does not need, and will be prejudiced
by, such statements.
The book itself is well written, the facts are clearly stated,

and the arguments founded on them are logical. It should be
read by everyone interested in the subject-and it is a subject
of universal concern.

Handbook of Bacteriological Diagnosis for Practitioners,
including Inst’ructions for the Clinical Examination of
the Blood. By W. D’ESTE EMERY, M.D., B.Sc. Lond.,
Lecturer on Pathology and Bacteriology in the University
of Birmingham. London : H. K. Lewis. 1903. Pp 215
with two plates. Price 5s. 6d.

FOR this excellent book, one of "Lewis’s Practical Series,"
we have nothing but praise. It is eminently practical,
concise, and accurate. To instruct the practitioner how to
make his own bacteriological diagnosis, or, if this be not

possible owing to lack of appliances, to teach him how to
collect and to send material so that it may reach the expert in
such a condition that it may be satisfactorily examined and
a trustworthy report furnished, is the perfectly definite aim
of the author, and he does not allow himself to stray from
the direct path to his object. How often material is not

properly collected and sent the expert knows only too well.
With the author’s opinion that a bacteriological examination
which is made by one person and interpreted by another, or
which is made on material which has passed through more
hands than one, loses much’ of its value, we thoroughly
agree.
The book is divided into three parts, treating respectively

of Apparatus and Processes, the Diagnosis of certain

Diseases, and the Collection and Examination of certain

Morbid Materials. The instructions in the first part are clear
and accurate and are evidently written by a practical
worker and teacher. Of course, opinions differ as to the

relative value of methods and the details of their execution ;
thus we see no advantages in the method described for the
inoculation of tubes over the old plan and should reverse
the advice as to the form of pipette (p. 42) to be chosen for
the collection of blood for Widal’s reaction and for cultural
examinations respectively. In describing spore-staining in
anthrax (p. 67) a confusion of two methods has crept in ;
dilute sulphuric acid is used to decolourise the bacillus, but
in the next sentence the decolourising agent is spoken of
twice as spirit. The second part is also very good both in

the restraint the author shows in the selection of materials
to be examined and the methods to be employed as well as
in the sobriety and common sense of the interpretations of

the results. The only exception we take is to the

implied medico-leg:ll value of the microscopical examina-
tion for the gonococcus. There is a mistake in the-

reference on p. 57 to the figure of the tetanus bacillus.
The diagnosis of enteric fever is carefully described and the
successive steps of the method should be easily followed.
Stress is rightly laid upon obtaining sufficient blood for the
examination ; it is a common complaint that too scanty a
supply is sent. The test does not require much blood and
the amount can usually be easily obtained in a pipette drawn
out at each end without employing suction. The examina-

tion of hairs for the ringworm fungi is well described. The

third part concerns the collection of morbid materials. *
Throughout this portion, as indeed throughout the whole

book, there is an appreciation of the difficulties met with by
the practitioner cut off from laboratory appliances and there
are many excellent practical hints for meeting these diffi-
culties. The methods for the collection of spinal fluid by
lumbar puncture and for obtaining blood are fully given.
The book ends with a description of methods for cutting
and staining sections. We would strongly recommend this
book to practitioners.

Selected Researches in Pathology. By A. GUNN AULD;
M.D. Glasg., M. R C. P. Lond. With Illustrations.
London : :J.& A. Churchill. 190 I. Pp. 160. Price 6s.

THIS volume contains a selection from Dr. Auld’s investi-

gations in various branches of pathology. Most of the
results have from time to time been brought before some
of the medical societies and subsequently published
in Transactions and medical journals. The essay on

Emphysema and that on Bright’s Disease appeared in our
own columns ; in the volume now under consideration the
remarks on the latter condition have been re-written and new
observations are incorporated.
Perhaps the most interesting chapters in the book are those

on Pneumonia. The subject-matter relates entirely to the
pneumococcus, or diplococcus lanceolatus of Fraenkel, its

chemical pathology, and the action of its toxins in rabbits.
The pneumococcus is a difficult organism to work with,
owing mainly to the fact that its virulence quickly dies out.
Dr. Auld finds, however, that when preserved in blood the
organism will retain its virulence for months. The method

which he employs is to take up the blood from the heart

directly with a small specially made pipette. The ends of the
pipette have each a constriction near the bulb (in its centre).
The bulb being filled, or nearly so, with the blood, the-

constrictions are sealed by heat. Preserved in this fashion

the organisms remain active for months.
Dr. Auld’s experiments relating to the methods devised for

raising the strength of pneumococcus toxin and the effects
produced by the injection of the toxins into rabbits in con-

nexion with the process of immunising are rather difficult to’
follow ; he himself admits that the research is ’’ only
fragmentary," nevertheless certain interesting results were-
arrived at. It is known that some individuals suffer more-
than once from an attack of pneumonia. Dr. Auld shows
that the action of the toxin of pneumonia is injurious, and
that this action is of very long duration, far outliving the
presence of the immunising I anti-bodies." " To this pro-
longed action he ascribes the susceptibility to future
attacks.

Other chapters in the book deal with hsematogenou&
jaundice, Addison’s disease, atheroma, and aneurysm, the
chapters on the two last-named conditions being the joint
production of the late Professor Coats and Dr. Auld.

LIBRARY TABLE.
Tke TVar in South Africa its Cause and Conduct. By

A. CONAN DOYLE. London : Smith, Elder, and Co. Supplied
through George Newnes, Limited. 1902. Pp. 156. Price 6d.-This unpretending little book should be read by everybody
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who wishes to have a clear idea of the origin and course of the

present South African War. The facts are plain and there
are no rhetorical flourishes to make out that black is white.

From the preface we learn that Dr. Conan Doyle and his
publisher wish to translate it into all European languages and
to send a free copy to every deputy and every newspaper
on the continent and in America. We do not suppose
for one instant that Dr. Conan Doyle’s r&eacute;sum&eacute; will have the

slightest effect upon. the baser kind of continental detractor
of the British Army or upon the unpatriotic kind of

person of our own country who writes about " Hell in

South Africa," or who seizes upon flying rumours to put
"Reported Loss of a British Transpcrt 

" 

upon a newspaper

poster, or who talks about "methods of barbarism." Such

people would not believe if an angel came down from

Heaven and told them that the war was being waged with
as much humanity as is consistent with any war. But for

those who are merely ignorant Dr. Doyle’s little book will be
as a light shining in a dark place. An appeal is being made
to the public for funds to further the distribution of the
book and we are sure that it will be well responded to.
The Harveian Oration, delivered before the Royal College

of Pltysteians of London on Oct. 18th, 1901. By NORMAN
MooRE, M.D. Cantab. London : John Murray. 1901. Pp. 59.
Price 2s. 6d. net.-We are glad to see Dr. Norman Moore’s
Harveian Oration reprinted in a form so handy to read as
the volume now before us. Everyone who heard Dr. Moore’s
scholarly oration delivered, or who read it as printed in
our issue of Oct. 26th, 1901 (p. 1097), will welcome it. Dr.
Norman Moore had an inspiriting theme and he treated
it in his own fashion. He is always happy in his literary
treatment, and whether he is discussing the pathological
processes which led to the death of Chlodowig, or Merlin-
if indeed he be dead-or talking about Celtic mysticism or
disputing on the difference between the Bogomiles and the
remnant of the Christians of St. Thomas, he is always
interesting. Mr. Murray is to be warmly commended upon
the style in which he has issued the Oration.

Gonorrh&oelig;al Arthritis. By L. VERNON-JONES, M.D. Dub.
London : H. K. Lewis. Crown 8vo, pp. 52. Price 28. 6d.-
This little book consists of three chapters dealing respec-
tively with the pathology, symptoms, and treatment of

gonorrhoeal arthritis. With regard to the first Dr. Vernon-
Jones has taken the trouble to collate the various bac-

teriological information on the subject and states the

position of our knowledge clearly if rather narrowly. This

chapter is the most satisfactory of the three, for the two

others are very attenuated. The preface explains the

appearance of this little book by the " absence of any work
on the subject." This being so, Dr. Vernon-Jones should

certainly have gone more exhaustively than he has done into
the important question of adequate treatment for this far
from uncommon complaint. So far as his work goes it is

good, but having embarked upon it we wish he had gone
further.

The Legico Cookery Book. Compiled by Mrs. H. M. YOUNG.
London : Liebig’s Extract of Meat Company, Limited. 1902.
-This is a handy little book, containing 180 everyday
receipts for soups, fish, entrees, poultry and game, gravies,
sauces, and sweets, with a few novel invalid dishes. Its

object is to point out that the Liebig Company’s Extract of
Meat will mix with everything to the advantage of the dish,
and, though the author may be thought to protest too much,
those of the recipes that we have tried were thoroughly
successful. We understand that the Liebig Company
is distributing a quarter of a million of these cookery
books from house to house.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.
The Medical Magaz.ine for January contains one article 

ot unusual merit. This is a contribution from Dr. G. H.

Savage upon Conditions other than Heredity as Causes of
Insanity," and it is worthy of perusal by every practitioner.
Moreover, the originality and simple clearness of Dr.

Savage’s method of demonstrating his facts and theories

make this address an unusually pleasing piece of reading.
The main theme of Dr. Savage’s article is contained in a

passage near the beginning, where he says that "very much
of the mental disorder which we meet arises from the

immediate surroundings of the individual, and that certainly
in many cases the sufferer is the cause of his own trouble."
This is not only a true but a cheering view of the case, for
where all steps are not precluded by the fixed idea of an
inevitable hereditary taint’patient and practitioner will alike
approach treatment with sanguine determination. The rest

of the magazine deals mainly with legislation and statistics.

ERRATA.-Diseases of the Nose and Throat. By J.
Price-Brown, M.D., L.R.C.P.Edin., &c. In the review of
this text book under the heading "Library Table" in
THE LANCET of Feb. 8th, 1902, page 381. it was incorrectly
stated that the price of the work is 7s. 6d. The price should
have been notified as 16s. net.-The Healing of Ner2es. By
C. A. Ballance, F.R.C.S., and Purves Stewart, M.A., M. D.
In the review of this work delay in publication was
attributed to Mr. Ballance’s absence at the war. It was
Dr. Stewart who was serving in South Africa.

New Inventions.
THE CALLIANO BELT FOR THE PREVENTION OF

SEA-SICKNESS.

MESSRS. ARMAND CLICQUOT AND Co., of 19, St. Dunstan’s-
hill, London, E. C., have submitted to us two specimens
of a belt for the prevention of sea-sickness which is the

invention of Dr. Calliano, an Italian medical man. The
belt is made of jean or some similar substance, stiffened

in places with "bones." In fact, it is like an ordinary
waistbelt, and is about six inches in depth. The novel
feature of the belt is a heart-shaped pad affixed to the

middle of the belt. The method of use is as follows.
The belt is buckled round the chest next to the inner-
most garment, the apex of the pad being uppermost and
fitting into the apex of the costal angle. The centre

of the pad thus presses on the epigastrium, and pressure
can be regulated to any extent by means of a screw.

An abdominal belt of some kind has long been known as a
good thing for sea-sickness and is supposed to act by pressure
on the viscera. In Dr. Calliano’s belt the pressure is more
particularly directed to the coeliac plexus. We submitted two
belts for trial to two travellers. In one instance, however,
the belt did not get a fair test as the Channel was crossed in
a dead calm. The other traveller who kindly consented to
try the belt for us was a lady going by sea to Tangier. She
started from Southampton and crossed the Bay of Biscay in
very rough weather. We give her experience in her own
words : "I I buckled it on the first morning and found it
most uncomfortable. I had to wear it without stays and I
cannot say it was anything but disfiguring and I felt
qualms all day and after dinner was very sick, so next

day I did not wear the belt as I thought I might
as well be sick in comfort." Of course, it is impossible
to judge of the value of this appliance from one instance
and it is only fair to say that Dr. Calliano says that
the belt does no good in the nervous form of sea-sickness.
Also plenty of people have apparently testified that the use
of the belt has prevented them from being sea-sick. But that
there is any one cure for sea-sickness we do not believe. We
fear that the disfigurement alluded to by our "tryer" will be
fatal to the extensive use of the belt by the female sex. If
a woman is sick in her cabin no one need see her, but if she
is seen in an unbecoming belt and is not sick she will

probably be more uncomfortable than if she were ill and
unseen. But for the mere man we think it very likely that
in certain cases Dr. Calliano’s belt will prove very useful


